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Illegal Gold Mining in the

Peruvian Amazon - 2022 Update
MAAP is a project of the Amazon Conservation Alliance

 
Illegal gold mining reached crisis levels in the southern Peruvian Amazon in 2017
and 2018, clearing over 1,200 hectares (3,000 acres) in the most critically impacted
area, known as La Pampa (located in the buffer zone of Tambopata National
Reserve, region of Madre de Dios).

In early 2019, the Peruvian government launched Operation Mercury, an
unprecedented long-term crackdown on illegal mining, with an initial focus in La
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Pampa.

Here, in MAAP #154, we present an updated analysis of illegal gold mining in the
Peruvian Amazon. Specifically, we compare rates of deforestation before vs after
Operation Mercury at the most important illegal mining sites (see Base Map).

We found that, overall, illegal gold mining deforestation decreased 62% across all
sites following Operation Mercury.

This drop includes a remarkable 96% decrease in La Pampa and an 81%
decrease in the buffer zones of protected areas (Tambopata National Reserve,
Bahuaja Sonene National Park, and Amarakaeri Communal Reserve).

However, illegal mining deforestation increased over 100% at several key sites,
most notably along the Pariamanu River as well as several indigenous communities
(such as Barranco Chico), resulting in new rounds of government interventions in
these areas.

Finally, we show a striking series of very high-resolution satellite images of active
sites (including Pariamanu and Barranco Chico), that visualize actionable details
such as illegal mining camps and equipment.

MAAP is a project of the Amazon Conservation Alliance, which is made up of Amazon Conservation in

the United States,Conservación Amazónica-ACCA in Peru, and Conservación Amazónica-ACEAA in
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Bolivia, whose joint mission is to unite science, innovation, and community to protect the western

Amazon - the greatest wild forest on Earth. 

    

Follow us to stay in-the-know about the latest in conservation! 
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